Intrepid Journalist And Forceful Writer

In those pre-independence days prominent political leaders cul-
tivated the skills of public speaking and journalism. They realised
the importance of communicating with the people - intellectuals and
the masses through the written word as well as the spoken word.
Communication was the key to leadership and the lifeline of an

organization.

We have seen how Annapoornaiah edited the "Congress" paper
in Sitanagaram Ashram and utilised it as a sharp sword to attack the
British Government with his forceful editorials and fight for
Sampoorna Swaraj, as distinguished from the Dominion status. Its
unprecedented record was that all its editors including Annapoor-
naiah were arrested and sentenced to imprisonment for their "Sedi-
tious" writings. They were dauntless freedom fighters.
Rajahmundry was not only a seat of literature and culture but
soon became the centre of Journalism in the yet undivided Godavari
district. Freedom movement produced a large number of Telugu
Journals - "Andhra Vani" "Simhapuri", Swatantra" "Pinakini
Patrika" "Matruseva" and Congresss. Of these "Congress" was the
sole survivor.
In 1922 the British Government ordered that "Congress"
"Krishna Patrika" "Andhra Patrika" and "Swadharma Patrika"
should not be given advertisements.
The "Congress paper" gave a boost to Independence Movement
by publishing lives of Tantia Thopi, Bahadur Shah, Jhansi Lakshmi
Bai, Ram Kumar Sinha, Nanasaheb and Mangal Pande in the is-
sues from 1926 to 1929. All the staff of the paper including the
editor and composer were sitting on the floor. Gandhiji was so im-
pressed with this simple life that he wanted to tell the Editor of
"Navajivan" to follow this example.